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BELONGING
A DISCIPLESHIP

COURSE

HOW DO I CONNECT IN MY CHURCH?
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Answering the Question: How Do I Connect?
LEADER EDITION – HELPING OTHERS CONNECT
How Do I Connect in My Church?
How Do I Connect Through Fellowship?
How Do I Connect by Loving?
How Do I Connect by Giving?
How Do I Connect Through Obedience?
Helping Others Connect

USING THE LEADER EDITION
You are continuing to walk with another believer, helping them
understand all that God has for them. You have just finished the
Believing 101 module. You have 18 weeks left (three more modules).
When someone believes, they also belong. Your focus over the next six
weeks is on “Belonging to Family.” The topics covered will build a strong
foundation in the life of your student.
As the leader, you don’t have to have all the answers. You simply need to
be willing—willing to ask questions, to listen, and to pray. Thank you for
your willingness to lead. The pastors of The Chapel are praying for you
as you embark on this endeavor to lead.

As you prepare for this module, you will find “Believing 101” has five
learning lessons. The sixth lesson will equip your student with the ability
to teach the same material you just taught them to someone else.
Each week you will focus on a question all Christians ask themselves.
You probably have asked yourself these questions, and your student
may be asking these questions and want to be assured. You will answer
these questions with Scripture. God, through His Word, will give the
assurance we all seek.

ABOUT THE LEADER EDITION:
In the Leader Edition, you will find the following components:
1. Lesson Objective: The lesson objective is to help you know where you
want to lead your student.
2. Key Scripture: As you prepare for your time with your student, spend
some time in prayer over this verse. Read commentaries or study Bibles
about the verse. It might be helpful to read the biblical text around it to
get the context of the verse.
3. Leader Commentary: This is to help prepare you. Read through
this before you meet with your student. This commentary is not in the
Student Edition. It’s just for you.
4. Teaching Tips: These are scattered throughout the Leader Edition to
help you prepare to teach. These are only tips and are not required.
5. Say Something: You may want to take a couple of notes in your
Student Edition. You can say something like, “I was taking some notes as
I was preparing,” and mention those things.
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ABOUT THE LEADER EDITION

With this Leader Edition, you will be able to teach the “Belonging 101”
material to a small or large group or lead a one-on-one discussion with
another person. The Leader Edition is a tool you can use to prepare for
your time with your group or student.
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ABOUT THE STUDENT EDITION:
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You will find the following components in the Student Edition:

Everything in the Student Edition is also in the Leader Edition. It is
recommended as you prepare that you use both editions and only take
the Student Edition with you when you meet with your student.
1. Read, Reflect & Memorize: This is the first section you will find in the
Student Edition. Here you will take the key verse and read it with your
student. It is up to you if you want to read it or if you want to ask your
student to read it. After you read the verse together, you will reflect
on it by answering a few questions. In the Memorize section, there is a
Memorizing Scripture Tip listed for you and your student to use to help
memorize Scripture.
2. Spotlight Passage: Here you will be provided with the key passage
that will be discussed in that particular lesson.
3. In Your Bible: There is a section called “In Your Bible.” This section
contains many questions, most of which take the read a passage of
scripture and answer a question format. There is a specific answer to
each of these questions that can be found in the passage that was just
read. These specific answers are in red in your Leader Edition.
4. This Week: As you end the “In Your Bible” section, you will find the
“This Week” section. “This Week” is an application. Please talk with your
student about the application.

A DISCIPLESHIP

5. Close Your Time Together in Prayer: To close your time, pray with
your student. In lesson two through five, you will have prayer prompts,
as you will teach a method to pray. In lesson one, you should close in
prayer. After your prayer, discuss when and where you plan on meeting
next time. It is suggested you meet weekly at the same time and
location, but this isn’t always possible.
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A few questions are labeled “Talk About It.” These questions are to
get you and your student to think and talk more in-depth about the
question. The Leader Edition does not contain any preferred answers;
it is meant for both you and your student to discuss. Feel free to add to
the responses your student gives. These questions might lead to other
questions or comments. That’s great! If that happens, it is very easy to
get back on target by just moving on to the next question.

Need some help? If you have any questions about the material or
if there are questions that your student brings up that you would
like help answering, email belonging101@thechapel.life.

How Do I Connect in My Church?
LEADER PREP

“I know I should get involved in my church, but where should I
start?” All Christians grow closer to God in a community of other
Christians. Getting connected into an existing group of people can be
overwhelming but is an important next step for any follower of Christ.
LESSON OBJECTIVE

To help the student get connected at The Chapel.

HOW DO I CONNECT IN MY CHURCH?

KEY SCRIPTURE

1 Corinthians 12:12-20
FROM TIM ARMSTRONG

The mission of the church is the mission of its people. God has hardwired you for this mission, and it runs parallel to the mission of the
church. If we aren’t living our mission, the church isn’t living its mission,
and the church eventually becomes irrelevant. If you want a dynamic,
living church, that means the people must be Believing, Belonging,
Becoming, and Building.
The Chapel is committed to seeing every person Belonging to Family.
It’s not just a sense of belonging but belonging to a family. We often
call our church, “The Chapel Family.” That is how Scripture refers to us;
we are an eternal family.
LEADER COMMENTARY

The church is a spiritual body that comes to life in a physical form. Your
student will have three next steps at the end of this week. They may
need to act on all three, or they may have already worked through these
steps. Celebrate with them on the steps they have already made, and
encourage them to take the next steps ahead of them.
NEXT STEP #1 – BAPTISM

The consistent practice of the early church was that, as people heard
the gospel preached and responded in faith, they confessed that belief
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publicly by being baptized and became part of the life of the local body
of believers. When they believed, they also belonged. Baptism is the first
step in the journey of following Christ and belonging to family.

E DITIO N

Romans 6:4, “We were therefore buried with him through baptism into
death so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory
of the Father, we too may have life.”
NEXT STEP #2 – MEMBERSHIP

In 1 Corinthians 12, God likens individual believers in Jesus to distinctive
parts that together comprise one body. This is an excellent picture of
church membership. Every single follower of Jesus all over the world is
part of the universal body of Christ. Becoming a member of The Chapel
is a local expression of the same principle.
NEXT STEP #3 – TRY OUT AN ADULT BIBLE FELLOWSHIP (A.B.F.)

It is important for believers to be known and to know others. The size
of The Chapel can make it easy for someone to go unnoticed. If you are
not involved in an A.B.F., that will be your next step. You are strongly
encouraged to try one out with your student this week.
Adult Bible Fellowships are mid-sized communities between 15 and 90
people who meet to learn, extend care, and serve together. Some A.B.F.s
meet on campus and are assembled by stage of life and age. There are
also A.B.F.s that meet in homes throughout the area.
A DISCIPLESHIP

God’s Word is clear that believers aren’t simply called to fellowship
in mass gatherings. The early church met in the temple (a large
gathering), but they also met in homes (small groups). This is where
they experienced the 59 “one anothers” of the New Testament. This
isn’t just an option for believers to consider; it is a command from
our Lord to be obeyed—a command that will only result in furthering
our good and His glory.
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Adult Bible Fellowships enable believers to grow. You will never meet
a strong, mature believer who thinks fellowship with a small group
of believers is unimportant or optional. That’s why Ephesians 4:15-16
directly links our spiritual growth to being intimately connected with
other Christians in our local church. It’s only when we belong to a small
group of believers that we learn to forgive, give grace, bear burdens, love
our spouse, be real, be hospitable, etc.
Belonging in an A.B.F. helps to prevent deception. Hebrews 3:13 says,
“Exhort one another every day that you may not be hardened by sin’s
deceitfulness.” This verse teaches us that we need continual community
to avoid being deceived. We can’t see many of our sins and weak points.
That’s why God gives us one another—to lovingly identify sins in each
other so they can be eradicated from our lives.

Involvement in an A.B.F. helps relieve our burden in life. Galatians 6:2
says, “Bear one another’s burden, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” The
trials we face are like heavy backpacks. When we meet to talk about our
hardships, the weight of those burdens is lifted. That’s why we feel so
uplifted after talking to someone about our problems. By listening and
talking through those issues, that person has helped carry your burden,
and, as a result, you feel relieved and more joyful.
STUDENT FACILITATION
OPEN IN PRAYER

TEACHING TIP: Leaders should open each week in prayer.
READ

REFLECT

What two things happen when we love one another?
God abides in us, and his love is perfected in us.
TALK ABOUT IT: Why do you think God’s love perfects us as we love one

another?

MEMORIZE

MEMORIZING SCRIPTURE TIP: Write the verse down ten times.
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Memorizing Scripture can help our attitude when

we may not feel like living in obedience to God.
SPOTLIGHT PASSAGE

1 Corinthians 12:12-20
Why do you think the Bible uses the metaphor of a body to describe
the church?
Why is every member of the church important?
How do the different members work together?
IN YOUR BIBLE

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Last time, we finished “Believing 101.” When we

believe we also belong to others. At The Chapel, there are a few specific
ways you can belong by connecting in the church. We will look at
Baptism, Church Membership, and Adult Bible Fellowships.
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HOW DO I CONNECT IN MY CHURCH?

”No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us
and his love is perfected in us.” - 1 John 4:12
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BAPTISM

Read Romans 6:1-4
What does baptism represent?
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Baptism represents being buried and raised with Jesus.
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: By being buried with Christ, we die to our sins.

Read Acts 2:38
What should happen before baptism?
Repentance
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

Read Acts 2:42-47.
How did early Christians belong to each other?
They devoted themselves to the apostle’s teaching and to prayer. They
ate together in each other’s homes. They shared everything. They went
to the temple together. They were generous and received food with
gladness. They worshipped together.
TALK ABOUT IT: What do you think it would feel like to be part of a

community where everyone shared, was generous, ate together, learned
together, prayed together, and was full of gladness?
TEACHING TIP: Use this description as God’s design for church
A DISCIPLESHIP

community. Clearly, not all churches live up to this ideal. Talk about
ways you have personally tried to live out these verses in your church
community.
TALK ABOUT IT: How do you think you can live according to these

verses?
Read Matthew 18:19-20.

COURSE

What is the promise to those who gather in Jesus’s name?
Jesus will be there.
TALK ABOUT IT: What do you think it means that Jesus is with us when
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we gather together?

Read Ephesians 4:11-12.
Why did God give different roles to different people in the church?
To build each other up.

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13.
How should we treat our church leaders?
Respect. Esteem them highly in love.
TALK ABOUT IT: Why do you think this is important?

Read Colossians 1:13-20.
Who is the head of the church?
Jesus Christ is the head of the church.
TALK ABOUT IT: Have you ever thought about Christ being the head of

the church? What do you think that looks like at our church?
Read Romans 12:3-16.

Think more highly of each other. We all have different gifts that we
should use for each other. We should love each other and outdo each
other in showing honor. We should eagerly serve the Lord. We should
be patient with each other. We should constantly pray together. Give
to the needs of each other. We should show hospitality to each other.
We should bless those who persecute us. We should not curse them.
We should rejoice together. We should weep together. We should live in
harmony with one another.
TALK ABOUT IT: How do you think God has gifted you to help others

grow within the body of Christ?

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: When a church community lives out this type

of lifestyle, God is truly glorified. There are not many, if any, other
types of organizations that treat each other this way. God’s family,
the church, looks and feels different than other organizations. We all
have a part to play.
TEACHING TIP: Talk about some of the ways you have experienced

church community living like this. This is like the comments earlier but
talks about a different situation. Talk about how God was glorified
because of the situation.
ADULT BIBLE FELLOWSHIPS

Read 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20; 1 Thessalonians 2:13.
Why was Paul joyful for this church?
They received the Word of God.

7

HOW DO I CONNECT IN MY CHURCH?

What do these verses say about relationships within the body of Christ
(the church)?
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TALK ABOUT IT: Why do you think the Bible is such a central part of a

church community?

Read Ephesians 4:13-15.
What is the result when the church operates in their roles/giftings?
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We mature spiritually and are united in Christ.
Read Ephesians 4:11-15 again.
Besides the pastor and church staff, who is responsible for the growth of
The Chapel members?
We all are responsible for each other.
TALK ABOUT IT: What do you think it looks like for you to be responsible

for others’ maturity?

Read Ephesians 4:15-16.
How is the church (the body of Christ) built up?
Speaking truth in love and by each member in ministry.
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: In verse 16, Paul says, “When each part is working

properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.” We all
have a part to play when it comes to building each other up.
TALK ABOUT IT: What do you think it means to speak the truth in love?

Have you ever experienced someone speaking the truth to you but not
in love? What was that like?
A DISCIPLESHIP

TEACHING TIP: Add a story from your life if you have experienced

someone speaking truth to you but not in love. If you have an example
of someone speaking the truth to you in love, share that too.

COURSE
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THIS WEEK
Next Step #1 - Another way to connect at church is through Baptism.

If you desire to be baptized or would like to know more information
about the process, visit https://thechapel.life/adults/membership.
Next Step #2 - Church Membership is another important way to

connect to the church. Visit https://thechapel.life/adults/membership
for more information about the process of membership.
Next Step #3 - At The Chapel, we connect to others through Adult Bible

Fellowship groups (A.B.F.s). An A.B.F. is the best place to be known
and to know others. If you are not involved in an A.B.F., try one out
this week. Visit https://thechapel.life/adults/abfs for an updated list of
groups and topics. Be ready to talk about your experience next week.

HOW DO I CONNECT IN MY CHURCH?

If you need to take one of the above next steps, explore the links
provided this week.
CLOSE YOUR TIME TOGETHER IN PRAYER

Pray together using the following prompts:
Adoration God, we praise You today because …
Confession God, I agree with You that I sin when …
Thanksgiving Thank You for ___________ in my church,
he or she has helped me by …
Supplication God, I want to pray for my friend, would You …
God help me better serve those in my church community by …
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How Do I Connect
Through Fellowship?
LEADER PREP

“What does ‘fellowship’ mean?” If you have been around a church for
any amount of time, you have probably heard the term fellowship.
Fellowship is a friendly community of people who share things in
common.
LESSON OBJECTIVE:

To help the student to see the community at The Chapel
and be a part of it.
KEY SCRIPTURE:

Acts 2:42-47
LEADER COMMENTARY:

A DISCIPLESHIP

Fellowship describes how members in a church relate to each other
because of the gospel and for the sake of the gospel. Fellowship with
other Christians can happen because God brought each of us into
a right relationship with Him through Christ. Those who believe the
gospel are united through Jesus to the Father and can be united with
each other.
The early church emphasized the importance of this fellowship. In Acts
2:42-47, we read:

COURSE
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“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came
upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done
through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had
all things in common. And they were selling their possessions and
belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And
day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their
homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising
God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their
number day by day those who were being saved.”

In Hebrews 10:24-25, we read:
“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good
works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing
near.”
There are several reasons fellowship is important.
Fellowship helps express and stir up love for one another. By being
together, we can show love to each other. One of the biblical
commands we find in Hebrews 10:24-25 is to stir up one another to
love. Showing and encouraging love is impossible alone. We need each
other not only as recipients of love but as encouragers of love.
Fellowship helps to encourage good works. Similarly, we need each
other and to be around each other to fulfill the command to encourage
each other to do good works.

Fellowship helps believers pray together. In James 5:14, we read, “Is
anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church,
and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the
Lord.” In verse 16, we read, “Pray for one another.” Whether you are
being prayed for or praying for others, proper fellowship facilitates the
praying activity of believers.
Fellowship helps in church decision-making. The church gathered
together in Acts 6 and Acts 15 to make important decisions. Fellowship
allowed them to pray together, have close dialogue, and make
important decisions for the future.
Fellowship is required for baptism. A new believer must be baptized by
another believer. Baptism is also a public profession and must be done
in front of others. Fellowship is needed for baptism to function properly.
Fellowship is required for communion. Similarly to baptism, communion
must be done in a community of fellowship. Jesus instituted
communion while He was with His friends. Today we take communion
with others; it can’t be done alone.
Fellowship is essential for spiritual growth. A believer can learn alone,
can pray alone, and can worship alone; but a believer can’t always be
alone. Believers grow closer to God in a community. Believers help
cause others to grow closer to God in community.
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Fellowship helps unbelievers get to know God. In Acts 2:47, we read
that the early church had favor with all people, and the Lord added to
their number. When believers love well and do good works well, the
world notices. People on the outside see something unique. God uses
this to draw unbelievers to Himself.
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STUDENT FACILITATION
OPEN IN PRAYER
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TEACHING TIP: Leaders should open each week in prayer.
REVIEW THIS WEEK

TEACHING TIP: Review the application from the last lesson.
TALK ABOUT IT: Were there any of the Next Steps from the last lesson

you felt like you needed to explore? How did it go?
READ

“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” - Acts 2:42
REFLECT

What four things did the believers devote themselves to?
1) the apostles’ teaching
2) the fellowship
3) breaking of bread
4) prayer
TALK ABOUT IT: How have you seen believers at The Chapel live these
A DISCIPLESHIP

out together?

TEACHING TIP: If your student hasn’t been around The Chapel much, maybe

they’ve seen it in another church or context, or you may need to cite
examples for them and explain how we live these things out as a church.
MEMORIZE

MEMORIZING SCRIPTURE TIP: Say it out loud.
COURSE

Take turns reading Acts 2:42 out loud at least ten times.
SPOTLIGHT PASSAGE

| BELIEVING

Acts 2:42-47
What are some things that happened as a result of the four things the
believers did together?
IN YOUR BIBLE

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: As we see what the Bible says about fellowship,

we see fellowship with God and for God, along with fellowship with
others and for others.

FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD AND FOR GOD

Read John 14:23-24.
What should our response be when we love Jesus?
We should keep His commandments.
TALK ABOUT IT: What do you think it means that God will make His home

with you?

Read 1 John 3:1.
What does this passage say about our relationship with God?
I am a child of God.
TALK ABOUT IT: What does it mean to you to know that as a believer, you

are a child of God?

What did God do to the early church when they were living in fellowship?
The Lord added to their number those who were being saved.
TEACHING TIP: Share how you have seen God do something like this at

The Chapel.
FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHERS AND FOR OTHERS

Read 1 John 3:1 again.
If you are a child of God, what is your relationship with other believers?
They are my brothers and sisters.
TALK ABOUT IT: What does it mean to you that all other Christians

are your brothers and sisters? How is this family different than your
biological family?
Read 1 John 4:11-12.
If God loves you, who should we love?
We should love one another.
TALK ABOUT IT: What is your definition of love?
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: The Bible gives us a clear definition of love in 1

Corinthians 13:4-13. Let’s look at that passage together and write down
what it says about love.
TEACHING TIP: Encourage your student to highlight this passage and

refer to it as he or she thinks about what love means.
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Read Acts 2:46-47.
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Read Proverbs 27:17; Ecclesiastes 4:9-10.
Why is fellowship important?
We make each other better. Two are better than one.
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SAY SOMETHING LIKE: When one piece of iron is rubbed against another

piece of iron, it shapes and sharpens it. People can help improve each
other with their discussions, suggestions and ideas.
TEACHING TIP: Share an experience when someone helped you with

their ideas or advice in a church setting.
Read Hebrews 10:24-25.
What does the writer of Hebrews encourage the church to do?
Meeting together helps us stir each other to love and good works. We
can encourage each other when we meet.
Read Ephesians 4:2-3.
What will preserve unity in the body?
Humility, gentleness, patience, love, and a desire to maintain unity.
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Everything in the church is not perfect. Even

when believers are living as we see in Acts 2, people can still hurt each
other. The Bible gives us clear instruction on how to act when we have
wronged or have been wronged by another believer.
Read Matthew 5:22-24.
A DISCIPLESHIP

If you have offended another Christian, what is your responsibility?
If I have offended another Christian, I need to make it right with them.
TALK ABOUT IT: What are some ways someone can make things right?

Read James 5:16.
What are Christians to do according to this verse?

COURSE

Confess our sins to each other and pray for each other.
TALK ABOUT IT: Why do you think it is important to confess our sins to
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each other? Praying for each other is the second thing mentioned here.
What happens when we confess and are prayed for by others?
Read Matthew 18:15.
What is your responsibility to another Christian if he/she has offended you?
If another Christian has offended me, I should tell him privately.
TALK ABOUT IT: Why is it important to address the offense privately?

THIS WEEK
There are 59 “One Another” verses in the New Testament listed below.
This week look up each verse and highlight them in your Bible.
Mark 9:50
John 13:14; 13:34(x2); 13:35; 15:12; 15:17
Romans 12:10(x2); 12:16; 13:18; 14:13; 15:7; 15:14; 16:16
1 Corinthians 11:33; 12:25; 16:20
2 Corinthians 13:12
Galatians 5:13; 5:15; 5:26; 6:2
Ephesians 4:2; 4:32(x2); 5:19; 5:21
Philippians 2:3
1 Thessalonians 3:12; 4:9; 4:18; 5:11(x2)
Hebrews 3:13; 10:24; 10:25
James 4:11; 5:9; 5:16(x2)
1 Peter 3:8(x2); 4:8; 4:9; 4:10; 5:5; 5:14
1 John 3:11; 3:23; 4:7; 4:11; 4:12
2 John 5

THIS MONTH
Pay special attention to communion (The Lord’s Supper) in church
this month. communion can become routine, but each time we take
communion together, we are in fellowship together. Share your insights
as you pay closer attention to Communion this month.
CLOSE YOUR TIME TOGETHER IN PRAYER

Pray together using the following prompts:
Adoration God, we praise You today because …
Confession God, I agree with You that I sin when …
Thanksgiving Thank You for ___________ in my church,
he or she has helped me by …
Supplication God, I want to pray for my friend, would You
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Colossians 3:9; 3:13(x2); 3:16(x2)

L EADE R

How Do I Connect by Loving?
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LEADER PREP

“What does it mean to ‘love one another’?” Our culture tries to
define love, but the Bible has much to say on love. This week we will
understand how we can connect to those in our church by loving them
according to the Bible.
LESSON OBJECTIVE

To help the student love and be loved at The Chapel.
KEY SCRIPTURE

Colossians 3:12-14
LEADER COMMENTARY

A DISCIPLESHIP

Love is foundational to the believer’s life. We read in Colossians
3:12-14, “Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved,
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience,
bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against
another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you
also must forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds
everything together in perfect harmony.”
You will be exploring the love of God and our actions of godly love
for one another this week. You should be aware that many people
have different views on love. What it means to love has been defined
by our family life, our culture, and our relationships. The Bible gives a
clear understanding of love.

COURSE

In 1 John 4:7-21, we read:
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“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever
loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not
love does not know God, because God is love. In this, the love of
God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into
the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that
we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to
love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another,
God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.

“By this, we know that we abide in him and he in us because he has
given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father
has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses
that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. So
we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God
abides in him. By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have
confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we
in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.
For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been
perfected in love. We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, ‘I
love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love
his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not
seen. And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God
must also love his brother.”

HOW DO I CONNECT BY LOVING?

As you prepare for this upcoming lesson, spend some time
underlining what the passage above has to say about love. Your
insights into this passage will be helpful as you lead this session.
STUDENT FACILITATION
OPEN IN PRAYER

TEACHING TIP: Leaders should open each week in prayer.
REVIEW THIS WEEK

TEACHING TIP: Review the application from the last lesson.
TALK ABOUT IT: Were you able to review the “one another” verse from

our last lesson? What did you notice about them?
READ

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another:
just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all
people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.” - John 13:34-35
REFLECT

What is the new commandment that Jesus gives here?
Love one another just as I have loved you.
Whose example should we follow?
We should follow the example of Christ.
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TALK ABOUT IT: Jesus tells us that we are to love one another, just as He

has loved us. Describe the love that Jesus has for us.
What is the result when Christians love one another?
Everyone will know that you are his disciple.

E DITIO N

MEMORIZE

MEMORIZING SCRIPTURE TIP: Incorporate the verse into your prayers.

THANK Jesus that He loves you. ACKNOWLEDGE that Jesus wants you
to love other Christians. PRAISE God that others will know that you are a
Christian by the love you show to other Christians.
Pray something like this: Jesus, thank You for loving me. I understand
You give us a new commandment of loving one another, just like You
have loved me. Praise God that people will know I belong to You by the
way I love others. Amen.
SPOTLIGHT PASSAGE

Colossians 3:12-14
What is our identity in Christ?
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: We see here that God calls believers “chosen

ones.” God has drawn our hearts to Himself. He has called us into a
relationship. He has called us to belong to family.
IN YOUR BIBLE
A DISCIPLESHIP

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Have you ever heard the statement, “God is love”?

It is a biblical statement that we are going to explore the meaning of. We
will discuss acts of godly love He calls believers to live out.
GOD IS LOVE

Read 1 John 4:7.
COURSE

What is the command in verse 7?

| BELIEVING

Love comes from God.

Love one another.
Where does love come from?
What does our love for others prove?
Whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.
Read 1 John 4:8.
If we don’t love, what does that prove?
Anyone who does not love does not know God.

Why?
God is love.
Read 1 John 4:10.
How has God loved us?
God sent Jesus to be the payment for my sin.
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: The word propitiation is a word rarely used outside of

church today. Propitiation means the removal of wrath by the offering of a gift.
As we read 1 John 4:10 through this understanding of the word propitiation,
we can know that God loved us so much that He sent His Son to remove the
wrath of punishment caused by our sin by offering the gift of Jesus’s life.
TALK ABOUT IT: How can understanding the term propitiation help us

know how to understand God’s love for us and how to love others?

Because God loves us.
Read 1 John 4:21.
What is the commandment given here?
Believers must love other believers.
ACTS OF GODLY LOVE

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: We are now going to look at ways we can show

godly love. We will do this by examining the famous passage on love in 1
Corinthians 13.
Read 1 Corinthians 13.
What are some of your thoughts about love in this passage?
Read Romans 12:10.
What should we outdo each other in?
We should outdo one another in showing honor.
TALK ABOUT IT: What do you think it looks like to outdo each other in

showing honor?

Read Colossians 3:13.
How do we show love to one another according to this verse?
We show love by forgiving each other.
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Read 1 John 4:11.
Why should we love one another?
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Read Ephesians 4:2
How do we show love to one another from this passage?
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By being humble and gentle. By being patient with each other and
making an allowance for others’ faults.
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: When you look at all these characteristics of love

to one another, you can see that they all point to accepting others. I am
going to love you as you are.
Read Romans 12:10.
What does it mean to be devoted to one another?
TEACHING TIP: You want to get to the answer of being committed to

one another. If they are struggling to define it, offer it up as a suggestion.
TALK ABOUT IT: What does being committed to one another look like

when there is conflict?

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: When you take 1 Corinthians 13 and live it out, you

honor the believer who is causing conflict, you forgive the believer who
is causing conflict, you accept the believer who is causing conflict, and
you commit your life to the believer who is causing conflict. There is one
more thing you do.
Read Galatians 5:13.
What is commanded here?
A DISCIPLESHIP

Serve one another in love.

THIS WEEK

COURSE

Ask God to open your eyes to a fellow Christian to whom you need
to extend more love. Write out the steps you will take to show them
more love this week, and find an opportunity to do so. Talk about your
experience next week.
CLOSE YOUR TIME TOGETHER IN PRAYER

Pray together using the following prompts:

| BELIEVING

Adoration God, we praise You today because …
Confession God, I agree with You that I sin when …
Thanksgiving Thank You for loving me by …
Supplication God help me better love those in my church by …

How Do I Connect by Giving?
LEADER PREP

“Why is giving such a big deal?” Have you ever wondered that? Giving is
an important theme in the Bible. Giving within the church is central to the
Christ-like character of believers because of all that God has given us.
LESSON OBJECTIVE:

To help the student understand giving at The Chapel.

Mark 12:41-44
LEADER COMMENTARY:

Giving cheerfully and sacrificially of our finances is part of our worship.
A believer does not labor to accrue personal wealth or possessions
but to steward God’s resources well and model Jesus to our brothers,
sisters, and community.
Giving is the response of overflowing joy in God that moves believers
to gladly and lovingly meet the needs of the church and of others. We
give because God first gave to us. God gave us His only Son. Jesus
modeled sacrificial giving by humbling Himself to the point of death on
a cross. His example motivates believers to a life marked by generosity.
Giving is often difficult for believers. Some of this difficulty is based
on not having a proper understanding of what God does in the life of
a believer. For some, it feels easier to trust God with their eternal state
and not their bank account. As you teach your student about giving,
keep in mind this topic may be extremely difficult for them.
Money and time are overwhelming causes of anxiety for many. In
Matthew 6:25-34, Jesus addresses anxiety:
“Therefore, I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will
eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on.
Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at
the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns,
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value
than they? And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour
to his span of life? And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider
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KEY SCRIPTURE:
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the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.
But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O
you of little faith? Therefore, do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we
eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles
seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you
need them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,
and all these things will be added to you. Therefore, do not be anxious
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for
the day is its own trouble.”
Anxiety is real. It is something many people deal with daily. For those
who don’t struggle with anxiety, anxiety can be difficult to understand.
Have patience with your student if you sense there is anxiety with this
issue. Lovingly point them to the teaching from Jesus in Matthew and
commit to pray that God will deliver them from their anxious thoughts.
If you have had victory over anxiety, share that with your student.
Another issue believers could have with giving is that some church
leaders in the past have abused their church into giving where the
biggest recipient is the church leader. This has rightly jaded some
believers. If you sense this is something your student is struggling with,
point them to the verse they will memorize this week. The amount
and effort of giving should be decided by the giver and not by the
one asking for the gift. The giver should never give when he is feeling
pressured to give. Giving should come from a place of joy.

A DISCIPLESHIP

There is a blessing that follows generous giving. In 2 Corinthians
9:6, we read, “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.”
Giving should never be motivated by future blessing but as a generous
response to all that God has given us. Ultimately, giving is an ongoing,
joyful response to God for everything that He has given us.

COURSE

STUDENT FACILITATION
OPEN IN PRAYER

| BELIEVING

TEACHING TIP: Leaders should open each week in prayer.
REVIEW THIS WEEK

TEACHING TIP: Review the application from the last lesson.
TALK ABOUT IT: Did God reveal someone to you that you could show love

to this week? What steps are you thinking about to show them love?

READ

“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” - 2 Corinthians 9:7
REFLECT

What attitude should you have while giving?
My attitude should be cheerful.
TALK ABOUT IT: What do you think a cheerful giver looks like?

What attitude should you avoid while giving?
I should not feel reluctant or under compulsion when giving.
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: You should never give when you feel like

someone is telling you that you must give immediately. You should also
never give with hesitation.

MEMORIZE

MEMORIZING SCRIPTURE TIP: Make it a game.

Write the following on a flash card, and have your friends or family
members quiz you. You can also quiz yourself.
Each one must __________ as he has decided in his ___________,
not ___________________ or under compulsion, for God loves a
______________ giver. - 2 Corinthians 9:7
Take a few moments to quiz yourself with this verse. Don’t quit until you
fill all the blanks from memory.
SPOTLIGHT PASSAGE

Mark 12:41-44
Why do you think Jesus highlights the sacrifice of the widow and not the
amount of the rich man?
How can the focus of sacrifice and not the amount help you as you
understand God’s purpose in giving?
TEACHING TIP: Explain that giving to God is not about the amount but

about the sacrifice. Sacrificial giving is a response to the sacrifice Christ
gave for our salvation.
IN YOUR BIBLE

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: When we read the Bible, we see three major

themes when it comes to giving: purpose for giving, instructions on
giving, and benefits from giving.
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TALK ABOUT IT: Why do you think this can be so difficult at times?
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PURPOSE FOR GIVING

Read Psalm 24:1.
Who owns everything?
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Everything belongs to the Lord.
TALK ABOUT IT: How does understanding that God owns everything help

us in giving?

Read 2 Corinthians 9:6.
Rewrite this verse in your own words.
TALK ABOUT IT: Why do you think it is useful to use a farming illustration

when speaking about giving?
INSTRUCTIONS ON GIVING

Read Matthew 6:19-21.
Where should we put our material wealth? Why?
We should put our material wealth in heaven. My heart will be where my
wealth is.
TALK ABOUT IT: How can someone put their material wealth in heaven?

Read Matthew 6:1-4.
How should we give?
A DISCIPLESHIP

We should give privately.
Read Exodus 35:4-5.
What should our attitude be while giving?
My attitude should be generous.
TALK ABOUT IT: Why do you think an attitude of generosity is

COURSE

appropriate while giving?

TALK ABOUT IT: Why can this attitude be difficult?

Read 1 Corinthians 16:1-2.
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Should we plan our giving? If so, how should we do it?
Yes, I should plan my giving. I should give to God first.
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Planned giving helps us to live out 2 Corinthians

9:7. When we plan our giving, we don’t have to feel guilted into giving.
Planned giving also takes away the reluctance we might experience with
unplanned giving.

BENEFITS FROM GIVING

Read Acts 20:35.
What did Jesus say here?
Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”
TALK ABOUT IT: How does this relate to giving?

Read 1 Chronicles 29:9.
What was the response after they gave to God?
These people rejoiced after giving to God.
TALK ABOUT IT: Have you ever experienced a moment of worship after

giving? What was that like?

TEACHING TIP: Be prepared to lead this conversation by example and

Read 2 Corinthians 9:8-15.
What does God promise you when you give?
God will multiply your gift, and I will be enriched by an increase in
righteousness.
Read Philippians 4:18-19.
What will God do as you give?
God will supply my every need.
TALK ABOUT IT: As we trust God for our salvation, how can we trust God

to meet our need as we give sacrificially?
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talk about a moment you experienced worship after giving.
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THIS WEEK
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What can you do to increase your giving to God or those in need?
Pray and seek God’s desire for you when it comes to giving. There are
different ways to give at The Chapel. Visit https://thechapel.life/giving/
to learn about online giving. Talk about what God has revealed to you
next week.
If giving seems like something you don’t feel like you can do right
now because of your current financial situation, visit our Stewardship
Department at https://thechapel.life/stewardship/ to learn steps on
how to get out of that situation.
CLOSE YOUR TIME TOGETHER IN PRAYER

Pray together using the following prompts:
Adoration God, we praise You today because …
Confession God, I agree with You that I sin when …
Thanksgiving Thank You for giving me …
Supplication God, help me be a generous giver by …

A DISCIPLESHIP

COURSE
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How Do I Connect
Through Obedience?
LEADER PREP

“Why is obedience to God an important part of belonging to a church?”
The Bible speaks to obedience to God, and God has provided the church
to help each other live out that obedience.

To help the student understand how members at
The Chapel can help them live a life of obedience to God.
KEY SCRIPTURE:

Philippians 4:1-9
LEADER COMMENTARY:

In Philippians 4:1-9, we read,
“Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown,
stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved.
“I entreat Euodia, and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord. Yes, I ask
you also, true companion, help these women, who have labored side by
side with me in the gospel together with Clement and the rest of my
fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say, rejoice. Let your
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.
“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is
just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if
there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about
these things. What you have learned and received and heard and seen
in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.”
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LESSON OBJECTIVE:
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The idea of standing firm in the first verse is the focus this week.
Believers are called to stand firm in their spiritual lives. Other passages
call believers to stand firm. In Ephesians 6:11, believers are told to
put on the whole armor of God so that they can stand firm against
the schemes of the devil. In Ephesians 6:13, the picture continues for
believers to take up the whole armor of God to withstand evil—to
stand firm. In 1 Peter 5:9, believers are told to resist the devil and stand
firm in their faith. In 1 Corinthians 15:58, believers are told to stand firm
and to be doing the work of the Lord. In Philippians 1:27, believers are
instructed to live a life worthy of the gospel, to stand firm in one spirit
with one mind, living for the faith of the gospel. Finally, in 1 Corinthians
16:13, believers are told to be on alert and to stand firm in their faith.
This idea of standing firm is a command to live obediently to God.
Obedience to God is for our good and for the sake of the gospel. The
command to stand firm is repeated so much in Scripture because it is so
easy for believers not to stand firm. Life can be difficult; we can weaken
under the pressure. Life can be good; we can relax under the ease. Sin can
entice us; we follow our desires. The most devoted believer you know, just
as all believers, can stray away. The command is clear: stand firm.
This week we will look at the call to obedience, the benefits of
obedience and tips on how to live obediently. This will help you lead
your student to stand firm with a life lived out in obedience to God.
STUDENT FACILITATION

A DISCIPLESHIP

OPEN IN PRAYER

TEACHING TIP: Leaders should open each week in prayer.
REVIEW THIS WEEK

TEACHING TIP: Review the application from the last lesson.
COURSE

TALK ABOUT IT: What were your thoughts from our last lesson? Were you

able to visit the Giving or Stewardship web page?
READ
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“But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the
flesh.” - Galatians 5:16
REFLECT

How are you to live your life?
I should live my life by walking by the Spirit.

TALK ABOUT IT: What do you think it means to walk by the Spirit?

What should you not do?
I should not gratify the desires of my flesh.
TALK ABOUT IT: Why do you think you will not gratify the desires of your

flesh if you are walking by the Spirit?

TEACHING TIP: You should talk about a time where you were able to not

give in to temptation because you were walking by the Spirit. This will be
helpful as your student will want to hear real-world examples of this type
of obedience.
MEMORIZE

MEMORIZING SCRIPTURE TIP: Put it everywhere.

SPOTLIGHT PASSAGE

Philippians 4:1-9
What does it mean to stand firm?
Why do you think the command to stand firm is important in the life of
a believer?
IN YOUR BIBLE

SAY SOMETHING LIKE: This week we will look at the call to obedience,

the benefits of obedience and tips on how to live obediently.
THE CALL TO OBEDIENCE

Revelation 4:11.
What do these verses have to say about your obedience to God?
Obedience to God recognizes that He is worthy to receive honor from
my life.
TALK ABOUT IT: Why is God worthy to receive honor in your life lived out

in obedience to Him?

Read Deuteronomy 10:12-13.
What does God require? Why?
God requires me to fear Him and to walk in all His ways. God requires me
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Write out the verse on note cards and put them at your kitchen sink, at
your bathroom sink, in your purse or wallet, and by your computer. Take
a picture of it and make it the background of your phone. Laminate it
and hang it in your shower.
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to love Him and to serve Him with all my heart and soul. God requires
me to keep the commandments and statutes. It is for my good.
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: If you remember from a couple of weeks ago, we
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said our keeping of the Law doesn’t save us or keep us saved. We see
here that keeping the Law is part of our devotion to God. It shows that
we love God. Living in obedience to God is for our good.
TALK ABOUT IT: Why do you think living in obedience to God is for our good?
TEACHING TIP: If you have children, share a time where you set up

boundaries for your children for their own good. Share your motivation
in setting the boundaries and how your children either obeyed or
disobeyed. Share the results.
Read 2 Corinthians 7:1.
How can we bring holiness to completion?
Because of our fear of God and cleansing ourselves from defilement.
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: Obtaining holiness is a process; it doesn’t happen

quickly. Our effort to become obedient is a response to being loved by God.
BENEFITS OF OBEDIENCE

Read John 14:15, 21.
Describe the relationship between loving God and keeping His
commandments.
A DISCIPLESHIP

Keeping the commandments shows my love for God. It proves that
God is in me.
TALK ABOUT IT: How does living in obedience prove that God is in you?

Read Luke 11:28.
What is the benefit when I hear the Word of God and put it into practice?
I am blessed.

COURSE

TALK ABOUT IT: What do you think this blessing looks like?
HELPFUL TIPS TO OBEDIENCE
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Read Psalm 119:11, 105, 130.
How can the Bible be helpful for believers striving to live in obedience?
I can read and memorize God’s Word to help me live in obedience.
SAY SOMETHING LIKE: We are spending time each week learning to

memorize God’s Word. This is a practice that is beneficial for you even
after we finish this discipleship program.

Read 2 Timothy 3:16.
The Bible is useful for what four things according to this verse?
1 Teaching (to know God’s Will)
2 Reproof (to convict us of sin)
3 Correction (to turn back from error)
4 Training in righteousness (to be like Christ)
Read James 4:7.
What two things can you do to live an obedient life?
1 Submit to God.
2 Resist the devil.

HOW DO I CONNECT THROUGH OBEDIENCE?

THIS WEEK
Write out a paragraph on how you will strive to live in obedience and
stand firm in your faith. Discuss what you came up with next week.
CLOSE YOUR TIME TOGETHER IN PRAYER

Pray together using the following prompts:
Adoration God, we praise You today because …
Confession God, I agree with You that I sin when …
Thanksgiving Thank You for …
Supplication God, help me stand firm by …
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Helping Others Connect
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LEADER PREP

This week is going to be a little different. We have spent the past five
lessons learning some great stuff together. This week you are going to
learn how to teach someone else this great stuff. Being nervous is OK.
This lesson will help build your confidence in teaching this information to
another person.
LESSON OBJECTIVE:

To give the student the skill and confidence
to lead someone else in this study.
KEY SCRIPTURE:

Matthew 28:19-20
STUDENT FACILITATION
OPEN IN PRAYER
A DISCIPLESHIP

TEACHING TIP: Leaders should open each week in prayer.
REVIEW THIS WEEK

TEACHING TIP: Review the application from the last lesson.
TALK ABOUT IT: What thoughts did you have after the last lesson about

obedience? Were you able to write anything about how you plan to
stand firm in your faith?

COURSE

READ
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“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.” - Matthew 28:19-20
REFLECT

Who is to make disciples?
Christians are called to make disciples. We all are called to do this.
What does it mean to make disciples?
Teaching someone else what you know about God.

What should you teach as you make disciples?
God’s Word.

MODULE REVIEW
Think back over the last five weeks. What have been some of the
highlights of what you have learned?
TEACHING TIP: Use discernment before going to the next module. If

you feel your student hasn’t grasped the information here, feel free to
take a week to review that material before going to “Becoming.”
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THIS LESSON

• Go through the “How To Use The Leader’s Edition” section at the
beginning of the book.
• Go through the book and show them the different components.
• Talk about how you have prepared for each lesson.
• Talk about how you may have grown as a result of your preparation.
• At the end of this lesson, write out the names of people that could
benefit from learning this material. Pray for them together.
• Answer any questions they may have about the material and leading.
• Don’t forget to schedule your next meeting. You will begin
“Becoming.” Give them the “Becoming” Student Edition.
People who could benefit from learning this material:
......................................................................
......................................................................
......................................................................
Pray for these regularly over the next few months.
CLOSE YOUR TIME TOGETHER IN PRAYER

Pray together using the following prompts:
Adoration God, we thank You today because You …
Confession God, I agree with You that I sin when …
Thanksgiving Thank You for teaching us ________ these past six weeks …
Supplication God, I want to pray for my friend, would You …
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HELPING OTHERS CONNECT

Bring a new copy of the Leader’s Edition to your meeting time to give
to your student.
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